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Overview 

• Back-to-School Exemptions 
• Annual Report 

– 2014-2015 findings 
– Changes to the 2015-2016 Annual Report 

• Immunization Requirements 
– Rule Revisions 

 
 



2015-2016 
Back-to-School 

Conscientious Exemption Processing 

Year Requests Individuals Affidavits
2013 14718 23187 55124
2014 15194 24883 60400
2015 14983 24823 60701

Percent Increase 
2013-2015 2% 7% 10%

June-September Conscientious Exemption Requests



Conscientious Objection Requests:  
Month by Month 
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Yearly Comparison of the Number of Individuals for Whom Conscientious Exemptions Were 
Requested, 2010 - 2015 
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Number of Conscientious Exemptions 
Reported, Texas Schools, Annual Report  

2003-2014 
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Annual Report 
• 2014-2015 Annual Report Findings: 

– 0.79% Conscientious Exemption Rate (K-12) 



Percent of Texas Kindergarten 
Students Completely Vaccinated  

(2014-15) 



Percent of Texas 7th Grade Students 
Completely Vaccinated (2014-2015) 
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2015-2016 Annual Report 

• Additional data fields collected: 
– All Pre-K vaccines included (formerly PCV 

and Hep A only) 
– Number of students with a CO to all 

vaccines 
– Number of students with a medical 

exemption 
– Number of students with a history of 

varicella 



Immunization Requirements 



Rule Revisions: 
 §§97.61-91.72 

• Texas Government Code §2001.039 
mandates a 4 year review of Texas 
Administrative Code rules. 

• Proposed changes be finalized in late 
Spring 2016 and will take effect for the 
2016-2017 school year. 



§§97.61-97.72 
Proposed Changes 

• Update, clarify, and simplify language. 
• Removal of completed graded 

implementations. 
• Proposed change to meningococcal 

requirement: 
– MCV4 on or after the 11th birthday 



Questions 

Margaret Horton 
School Compliance Coordinator 

Assessment, Compliance, and Evaluation (ACE) Group 

 
margaret.horton@dshs.texas.gov 

(512) 776-6470 

mailto:margaret.horton@dshs.texas.gov
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